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Please help us find teenagers to play wheelchair sports!  

(a mobility impairment is required, but players need not be using wheelchairs on a regular basis*)
Parks & Recreation of Topeka and Kansas Accessible Sports, Inc. with support from the Kansas Rehabilitation Hospital and the Combined Federal Campaign will be sponsoring a wheelchair basketball team for junior athletes, ages 12 thru completion of high school.

Practices begin on Wednesday, September 1, 2010, and we’ll be starting junior practice at 5:30 every Wednesday thru March (except during holidays).   Most weeks, our junior team practice will be over by 7:30 or 8:00 at the latest.  Here is the practice location: 

Garfield Community Center
1600 NE Quincy
Topeka Ks 66608
(785) 368-3787

Here is a link to map of the area – scroll up a bit to find the Rec Center!

http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=39.068563&lon=-95.662892&zoom=15&q1=1600%20NE%20Quincy%2C%20Topeka%2C%20KS
*Wheelchair sports are for people with mobility impairments – but players do not need to be regular wheelchair users!   People who can’t run and jump are usually eligible to play in the National Wheelchair Basketball Association.  The Kansas Wheelhawks team includes players who have had polio, amputation, spinal cord injury, spina bifida, spinal tumor, and other mobility-limiting conditions.  There is less concern about specific functional limitation in the Junior and Prep divisions, so be sure to err on the side of INCLUSION.  Boys and girls are both welcome!
The Wheelhawks currently have 4 - 5  teenagers practicing and playing with us.  Our goal for 2010-11 is to launch an NWBA Junior team.   Kids with disabilities younger than 12 should also contact us – we’ll do our best to include them in practices, with the goal of starting a PREP team as soon as possible.  We have sports wheelchairs in various sizes for students to try out!
For info, 

Ray Petty is President of Kansas Accessible Sports, Inc.

785-841-8558 or raypetty@aol.com   [email is best!]

Jarvis Stirn is Kansas Wheelhawks team representative 

785-550-7179 or wildhawk@hotmail.com
Thanks for your assistance in getting the word out to students who may not have many other options for fitness and recreation activities.  This is a great way for students with disabilities to learn teamwork, improve health and fitness, develop their athletic skills and HAVE FUN!

